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OF THE 


e 1 Corke and Ros. 


0 entlemen, 


15 Grace the Lord Lieute- 

nant having ſent a Meſſage 
to the Houle of Lords, © to 
put them in mind of the preſent 
* Situation of Affairs, not doubting, 
© but that, both in cheir publick and 
ce private Capacities, they will do what 
cc in them lies, to ſecure the Peace 
ce and Tranquility of this Kingdom: 
I think- myſelf obliged, upon this oc- 
caſion; to caſt in my, Mite, as Biſhop 
of the Dioceſſes of Co; de and Rofs, 
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towards the accompliſhing ſo good 
and uſeful a Work, And as the Over- 


ſight of your Conduct, is in a peculiar 


manner committed to my Charge, 
from the immediate inſpection of 
which, I am at preſent called to at- 


tend the weighty Affairs of Parlia- 


ment : 1 think it my Duty to apply 
myſelf to you by Letter, which my 
abſence from You in Body will not per- 
mit me to do in any other manner. 


I am very ſenſible that I need not 
give, either myſelf, or you 1 the trou- 
ble of ſetting before you the . 

| 


of your Duty, becauſe you are 


ſufficiently inſtructed therein already. 


But, Gentlemen, as you are called by | 
the will of God and the Laws of this 
Realm to certain Stations and Func- 
tions of Life, very capable of contri- | 
buting much to the Pence and Tran- 
guility of this Kingdom. E muſt de- 
fire you will Sir up the gift that is in 
You, and exert. thoſe Talents, which 


Almighity 


"C1 

Almighty God has been pleaſed to 
endow you with, for the propagat- 
ing of 'True Religion, and the en- 


couraging of thoſe, who are under your 


Care, to live peaceable and godly - 
Lives; not only as it will contribute 
to their own happineſs in particular, 
but alſo as it will contribute to the 


Peace and Proſperity of the Common- | 


wealth in general. 


For, I muſt recommend it to your 
conſideration to look upon yourſelves, 
not only as Miniſters of Chriſt's Ca- 
tholick Church, that is, as Shepherds 
appointed by Chriſt to watch over 
his Flock, and to feed them. But 
alſo, as Perſons appointed by the Laws 
of the Land to officiate in particular 
Churches or Diſtricts, and employed 


by the Commonwealth for the In- 


ſtruction and Care of thoſe Perſons, 
who are allotted to your Charge, For 
the Legiſlature conſiders you in no 
other light, than as Perſons employed 
18 3 and 


| ( 6 ) 
and paid by them to propagate Re- 
ligion for the good of Society. 


Now the Cultivating of Religion 
may be of uſe to Society two ways: 
Firſt in a Natural way, by enforcing 
a Conſcientious diſcharge of all thoſe 
Moral Duties, which contribute to- 
wards eſtabliſhing Peace and good- 
will among Men. For human Laws 
can only have an effe& to reſtrain 
Men from the practice of Vice by 
the Sanction of Puniſhments, when- | 
ever any crime comes to be diſcover'd; 
but whoever has Cunning enough | 
| to conceal his Actions, and prevent 
| their diſcovery, evades all the force 
| of human Laws. And for this rea- 

ſon Legiſlative Powers find it neceſ- 

ſary to call the obligations of Reli- | 

gion in aid of the Laws of the Land; 

to tye Men up to the obſervance of 
the Laws of Society, not only out 

of fear of puniſhment here in this 

Life, if their Actions ſhould come ws 
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(>) 
be known ; but for fear of puniſhment 
in a future State, where their miſde- 
meanours will moſt certainly be re- 


vealed. 


Hence comes the neceſſity of hav- 
ing ſome form of Religion or other 
eſtabliſhed in every Society; ſince 
there are many Vices, which may be 
committed in ſuch a manner, as to 
eſcape and evade the reach of human 
Laws; and would therefore be more 
frequently practiſed, if there were 
not ſome reſtraint laid upon the Con- 
ſciences of Men, to oblige them to 
act up to their Duty, when no Eye, 
but that of the Almighty, is capable 
of diſcovering them. 


But the Cultivating of Religion in 
Society may not only be of uſe in a 
Natural manner, as already mentioned: 
but alſo in a Super- natural manner, 
by reconciling to the Society in ge- 
neral the good-will of that Supream 

A 4 Being, 
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Being, by whom Kings reign and Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice. For ſince Societies 
as Societies have no exiſtence but in 
this World, national Virtues or natio- 
nal Vices muſt therefore have their 
reward or their puniſhment alſo in 
this World. Whence it will follow, 
that that over-ruling Providence, 
which governeth all Things with 
Juſtice and Equity, is more immedi- 
ately concerned in the preſervation of 
thoſe Socieites, where Virtue and 
Religion are cultivated in ſuch a 
manner as is moſt acceptable unto 
God ; than in the preſervation of 
particular Perſons, who, if they ſuffer | 
unjuſtly in this World, can have am- 
ple retribution made them in the 
next. 


And as theſe Kingdoms are now en- 
gaged in a war with Spain, it is more 
particularly your Duty at preſent to ex- 
ert your ſelves in the Exerciſe of your 
Functions, by endeavouring to bring 

1 thoſe 
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CS © 
thoſe Perſons committed to your 
Charge to a true Senſe of their Duty 


to God; that by a proper Behaviour 


in their ſeveral Callings and Stations 


of Life, they may bring down upon 
themſelves, and the Society, the good 


Will and Bleſſing of that Being, who 

diſpoſeth of the Events of War and 

Peace, who ruleth the hearts of Kings, 

and maketh Men to be of one Mind 
in a Houſe. 


For theſe Reaſons it was, that b 


publick Authority the people of theſe 
Nations were commanded to celebrate 
a Day of Faſting and Humiliation to 
the Lord in a publick and a national 
1] Manner; to beg God's Pardon and 


Forgiveneſs for their Offences ; in 


hopes that the Almighty would, on 
their Repentance, not execute thoſe 


Judgments upon them, which the 


| Number of their Tranſgreſſions had 
too juſtly deſerved. I muſt own, 1 
1 was well pleaſed with the Account, 


which 


(0) 
which I received of the Decency and 
Solemnity with which that Day of 
Faſting was obſerved in my Dioceſs 
of Corte. But as Sorrow for Sins paſt, 
availeth not with God, unleſs an 
Amendment of Life for the Future 
be added thereunto ; unleſs we bring 
forth Fruits worthy of Repentance : | 
For this Reaſon it is your Duty as 
Watchmen to awaken the Minds of 
your Pariſhioners, and keep up that | 
Spirit of Religion in their breaſts, | 
which may not only draw down the 
Bleſſing of God upon themſelves, but 
alſo on the Society in which they in- 
habit. That God may not only not | « 
deſtroy the Righteous with the wick- | \ 
ed; but may ſpare even the wicked | r 
r 
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that are in the land, for the Sake of 
the Righteous that dwell therein. 


In particular I muſt recommend to 
your Practice the Advice, which I have I. 
given you more than once, of viſit- 
ing your Pariſhioners often; and prin- 
cipally 


( 1 ) 


] cipally thoſe, who are of the Popy/h 
Religion: Becauſe they will not come 
to Church to receive your Inſtructions, 
and therefore it is ſo much the more 


incumbent on you to go to their 


Houſes, and viſit them. And as 
| thoſe, who are bred up in the Popiſb 
Religion, are by the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of that Church, Enemies to 
our Conftitution both in Church and 
| State ; for this Reaſon the Conver- 
| fion of the Papyfts is a Duty parti- 
cularly required from you, as you are 
1 Perſons employed by the Society for 
the Welfare of Society. Not that [ 
| expect your Diſcourſe, when ever you 
1 viſit your Pariſhioners, ſhould always 
1 row! upon Points of Controverſy, or 


religious Topicks; but that you ſhould 


{ take prudent Opportunities of throw- 
ing in a Word or two upon thoſe Sub- 
jects, without being either warm in 
| the juſtification, or tedious in the pur- 
I ſuit of your Argument; ſince a Word 
{ſpoken in due ſeaſon, may penetrate 


to 
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to the heart at a time perhaps when | 
you leaſt expect it; and Men are much | 


more apt to be influenced by a Hint 
catched up by themſelves, than by 


any Argument, however ſo good, that 


muſt be beaten into their Heads. 


| Thereis a kind of Diſcourſe, which 
ought to be ſuited to the Underſtand- 6 
ings of thoſe with whom you con- 

verſe; and in this Reſpect the Clergy | 
of the Church of Rome have one $ 
great Advantage over the PROTESTANT | 
Clergy, in as much as thoſe Komuſh | 


Prieſts, who are employed in this 


Country, are generally choſen out of 


the loweſt of the People; and as 
moſt of the Papiſts in this Kingdom, 


who remain unconverted, are of the 


lower Rank, the 113 as well 


as the Underſtanding of Prieſt and 
Pariſhioner are much upon a Level. 
On this Account therefore it is your 
Duty, GENTLEMEN, to let your ſelves 
down to the Level of their oy” 
an 
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| and though 1 know it muſt be an 
irkſome Task, for Perſons of a liberal. 


Education, and improved Underſtand- 


| ing, to converſe in ſuch a Manner, 
| yet conſider, that this is a Duty which 


ou have taken upon your elves. 


1 The Word Miniſter literally ſignifies. 
a Servant, and it is for this very Rea- 
ſon, that you receive a Maintenance 
from the Commonwealth, that you 
may be the Tutor, the Inſtructor, the 
| Miniſter, not only of the higheſt, bur. 


even of the loweſt Perſon in your, 
| Pariſh. 


"2 


Thus far I have DDE TRY your' 


N Obligations to the Performance of 
your Duty, only as they ariſe from 
| your Obligationto the Commonyealth. 
| But when I conſider you as Miniſters 
| of Chriſt's Catholick Church, I muſt 
put you in mind of Obligations of 
1 an higher Nature, than thoſe which 
can be laid on you by Man. Ithen call 


upon you in the Name of God: The- 


ſeech 


(14) 
ſeech you, by the Meeknefs and Gentle- 
_ neſs of Chriſt, that you endeavour, 
all that lies in your Power, to bring 
thoſe Souls, committed to your Charge, 
into the Way of Truth; as you will 
anſwer for them at the laſt Day, at 
the Day of Judgment: At that tre- 
menduous Day when i ſhall be rendered 
to every man according to his Works, 
And when you confider what that 
Work is which you are engaged in, 
and have voluntarily taken upon your 
ſelves, that it is o watch over the 
Souls of Men, as Perſons who are 10 
account for the ſame; I am confident 
in Hope, that I need ſay no more to 
you, than barely to put you in mind 
thereof, And I beſeech God, that 
he will grant you the Aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, that by daily reading | 
and weighing of the Scriptures, ye 
may wax riper and ſtronger in your 
Miniſtry, and may ſo faſhion and 
lanctify both your own Lives, and 
the Lives of thoſe committed to 
hs . . uu 


(5) 
your Charge, that finally with them 
you may be made partakers of that 
Heavenly Kingdom, the number of 
whoſe Members you by your Labours 


{ have contributed to encreaſe. I re- 


commend you to the Divine Protecti- 
on and am, 


Your 
Faithful 
Humble Servant, 


RoperT Corks and Ross. 


Dabln, 


March x5th. 1739. 
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